Since 2017, at the Department in cooperation with the Cornell University (USA) is being implemented the project OISE-16-62755-0, “Fundamental Approaches to Increase Crop and Nutritional Value of Wheat” funded by the CRDF Global.
The purpose of the project is to study the physiological bases for the formation of quality grain of spring wheat of domestic breeding, with a focus on the content of Fe, Zn and Cu, which will allow to estimate the limits of the phenotypic variability of these varieties and will become a prerequisite for further molecular selection of genotypes with high content of trace elements in grain.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On June 27, 2018, the Symposium with International Participation " Fundamental Approaches to Increase Crop and Nutritional Value of Wheat " was held in the main reading room of the Scientific Library of Lviv University. The event was sponsored by the US Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF Global, project OISE 16-62755-0 // OISE-9531011) and the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
Co-organizers of the Symposium were the Department of Physiology and Ecology of Plants of the Biological Faculty of the LNU and the Department of Plant Biology at Cornell University (USA). The participants of the scientific meeting considered a number of important issues concerning the prospects for increasing wheat yield (with the full program of the Symposium, see the website of the Biological Faculty). In particular, the following topics were discussed:
· approaches to increasing the yield and nutritional value of wheat;
· micronutrient deficiency as a limiting factor in forming the productivity of wheat;
· increase in the content of mineral trace elements in grain by biofortification;
· Brachypodium as a model for studying the absorption and delivery of minerals to the reproductive organs of wheat.
In the plenary session, reports were made by professor Mark Sorrells, Plant Breeding and Genetics at Cornell University, Olena Vatamaniuk, Associate Professor at the Soil and Crop Sciences Section at Cornell University, professor Victor Shvartau, Head of the Department of Plant Physiology, Institute of Plant Physiology and Genetics, NAS of Ukraine, Corresponding Member of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine  and Svetlana Khomenko, Head of the Laboratory of Spring Wheat of the V.M. Remeslo Myronivka Institute of Wheat, NAS Ukraine
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